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TOTAL CURRENT MEMBERSHIP:   19      
1.    COUNTING OF QUORUM: (11)
       Quorum reached
2.    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
       Gaz Weeks, Naila Iqbal, Abimbola Jelugbo

3.    THE ORDER OF BUSINESS
       As stated

4.    MINUTES OF LAST MEETING - UC/05/02.03.09

       Proposed: JB    Seconded: MM
       Vote to accept:   For:  9   Against: 0   Abstentions:  2

       Minutes accepted

5.    MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
None
6.    PROPOSALS TO AMEND THE CONSTITUTION, SCHEDULES & 
       BYLAWS
       None

7a.  PRESIDENTS REPORT FROM THE EXECUTIVE

       a) President - report formally presented

       b) VP Internal Affairs - report formally presented
c) VP Communications – report formally presented
d) VP Education & Welfare - report formally presented   
e) VP Sports & Societies – report formally presented
      
  b.  PART TIME OFFICERS  REPORTS:
       a) Mature & Postgraduate students - report formally presented

       b) International & European - report formally presented

       c) UCO Site Chair – Nothing to report

       d) UCB Site Chair – verbal report given

Emmanuelle Krakue entered @ 5.50pm

8.    QUESTIONS TO THE PRESIDENT
       None

Standing orders were removed to allow a request from Tahira Alia to give a verbal statement

‘The request for the formation of a Friends of Palestine Society was made to the Sports & Societies Committee in February 2009.    Why was this society put on hold to await the decision of a motion submitted to the last Union Council?  How many new clubs/societies have been put on hold awaiting the decision of a motion at Council under the current President?’

Standing orders reinstated

9.    REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEE
       The Chair requested that the minutes from the standing committees 

       EC/11/16.03.09, GPC/18/23.03.09, GPC/19/20.04.09 be accepted.   
       Proposed: HR   Seconded:  NG
       Vote: For:  Unanimous
       Minutes accepted  
10.  ORDINARY BUSINESS 
       a) Resolution to Union Council in relation to Middle East Conflict – 

           formally presented by President.

     The Chair explained to the meeting how this motion would be 
     discussed and the constitutional requirements:  

· Full voting & speaking rights of members detailed

· Opted out students cannot attend or speak

· All campus cards checked prior to attendance, so the assumption must be that all attendees are members

· All elected council members given a voting card to raise when the vote was called

· There would be a speech for the motion and a speech against the motion with a duration of 3 minutes each

· Summation speeches & vote

· Standing orders were explained

· Expression of an offensive nature would be ruled out of order and the member asked to leave.  

· If there were any contraventions, the meeting could be suspended

       Speech for the motion:  Julien Boville (JB)

       JB explained the motion, which was formally presented, stating that he  

       believed a more balanced motion was required and the main changes 
       were made under the heading of ‘This Union Resolves’.  

       Matt Moll (MM) stated that the revised motion contains the essence of 
       the previous motion, but is more balanced.
       Speech against the motion: Junaid Ejaz (JE)

       The wording of the original motion was considered by Council to be too  

       harsh, so it was agreed that a working party would be set up to review the 
       document.  The President was not asked to change the motion solely; JE   

       considered this undemocratic and considered it not part of the officers’ 
       role/responsibility.

       Seconded speech for the motion:  Julien Boville (JB)

       The President responded stating that it was standard policy, and not    

       unusual, to mandate a Sabbatical Officer, and gave an example from the 
       policy file where this had previous been carried out.  

       Following a question relating to the Friends of Palestine Society, the  

       President said that this motion has nothing to do with the formation of the  

       society; this motion is related to the previous motion submitted to the last  

       Union Council.

       JE: Re creating the working group – why did this not happen?  I would 
       like to have had some input.

       JB: This did not happen due to personal reasons/holidays this did not 
       take place.  However, this role was not solely in the remit of the  

       President; it could have been led by the VP Internal Affairs, the deputy to 
       the President.  

       The Chair then invited 6 questions from the meeting, and requested a list 
       of names & questions:

1. Emmanuel Krakue

2. Tahira Alia

3. Ahmed Al Jeffery

4. Jabar Ahmed

5. Matt Moll

6. Haneef Rashid

     Questions to be one minute in duration.

1. Emmanuel Krakue:

The President had been given a veto to review the document to avoid personal issues being taken into consideration

2. Tahira Alia:

Why is the President not up to date with events in Gaza?  Anyone who believes in freedom of speech will vote for this motion.

3. Ahmed Al Jeffery:

The motion has not addressed the issue fairly; it is out of date and suppresses the freedom of speech.  Why do we have to mandate an officer, why can’t students’ campaign.  The Palestine Society has been rejected to repress the views of students’.  

Why has this been blown out of proportion as the motion is separate to the Friends of Palestine society?
       JB: He was happy to take out ‘This Union Believes: Point 3’ if 
       considered out of date. Officers’ are mandated for a reason, as they 
       are a strong tool; it is not a restriction on the freedom of speech of 
       ordinary members.
4. Jebar Ahmed:

Re the mandating of officers’, he related to 8.ii of the NUS Campus Relations Briefing and asked if the three groups, the Palestine Solidarity, Islamic & Jewish societies had been consulted?

       JB:    No, as President he believed that he had a broad enough 
                 mandate.
5. Matt Moll:

Accepted that the working group did not happen and believed that he should accept some of the blame for this and could have pushed the President to convene the group.

He suggested that the document could be used as a template for future political motions.

       JE:
Stated that he was prepared to form a working group on the motion, as he was a stakeholder in the conflict.
       JB:
Not exactly a template, he had produced a balanced motion.  Happy to create a working group, but this will take time.
6. Haneef Rashid:

Why does everything concentrate on Palestine when there are issues going on in the world, for example, in Tibet?  A new proposal was needed following consultations.  

       JB:
 This motion is in response to the Middle East conflict.  The Sports & Societies committee are awaiting the decision of Union Council.  If there is no vote on this the society will again be put on hold.  The next Union Council meeting will not take place until October 2009.

       The Chair invited 6 further one minute questions from the floor:

1. Andrew Blunt

2. Junaid Ejaz

3. Ahmed Al Jeffery

4. Bilal Hussain

5. Chu Halliday

6. Zaheer Asim
1. Andrew Blunt

AB asked JE if he agreed with the policy?  JE: Yes, he believed that there were two points to be considered:  that the society should be formed and there should be a temporary passing of the motion.

    JE:
Why recreate the working group?  There were clearly contradictory areas within the motion.

    JB:
Motion is balanced enough to be voted on today rather than through a future working group.

2. Junaid Ejaz:

A working group is needed to resolve the situation and all elected members of Council should be included on this group, creating debate.
   3.
    Ahmed Al Jeffery:

The Palestine issue is not understood by the president.  The motion equates to the conflict and the conflict is not equatable.  He directed the members to consider when voting that the President does not care about the Palestinian issue.  What have the officers’ opinions to do with the views of the society?

    JB:
No comment on the personal attacks.  ‘Containing violence’ is in Point one of the   motion.  His view was that the conflict should not be exported onto student campuses as there were victims on both sides of the conflict.

    The Chair warned that the meeting will be suspended if there were further 
    interruptions.  Ahmed Al Jeffery was given a first warning.

    JB:
The motion takes no sides; it is even and balanced.  No motion of this Union should go against any other groups.
4.        Bilal Hussain:

    
    Why has the Debating & Activism Society been formed without a  

            motion?

    AB:
   The society is still awaiting approval from the Sports & Societies 
              Committee

BH asked the President for an example of a society which has been put on hold linked to a motion.

    JB:
The HUBA Alumni Society was put on hold, not on the basis of a motion, but on issues related to their proposed Constitution.
5.       Chu Halliday:

1. Why couldn’t the current text have been used in the ’This Union Believes Point 3’?

    JB:
    Happy to take the point out of the motion

2. Why no-one else was consulted with the preparation of the motion?

3. If the motion is not passed now, why will the Friends of Palestine Society be put on hold?

4. How can it be called balanced when only the president wrote the second motion?

    JB:
  Point 2:  Accepted that he made a mistake in not consulting with 
             other groups.

Point 3:  The Sports & Societies Committee are awaiting the decision of Council before the society proposal from the Friends of Palestine Society is re presented to the next meeting.

Point 4:   The President took ownership of the motion.

     The Chair was made aware that an unauthorised recording of the meeting    

     was taking place.  He stated that permission for this should have been    

     sought prior to the meeting and the Chair asked any Council member who 
     was uncomfortable with this, to leave the meeting. 

     The Chair then asked for two minute summation speeches.

     For the motion:

     JB: He considered the motion to be balanced, concrete and precise in its points and said that Sabbatical Officers are mandated as they could lobby and have an impact. He proposed an amendment to ‘This Union Believes’, by removing Point 3.

     Chair: Are you proposing to remove Point 3 of ‘This Union Believes’ from   

                the motion?

     JB:     Yes

Point of information:

Clarification of amendment explained by Matt Mills (General Manager):  an 
 amendment cannot be made that is purely a deletion.

     JB: He was happy to withdraw Point 3 from the document.  JB explained his motion point by point and agreed removal of Point 3 – there was no need for further debate.

     Against the motion:

     JE: He referred back to the promise of a working group to discuss changes to the motion.  He had a personal condemnation of violence on civilians and believed that stakeholder views should be taken into account.  Possible additions should have been made to the motion and the stakeholders had not had a voice.   He felt it was undemocratic without stakeholder consultation and he also believed that he should have been consulted as a colleague.


The NUS Campus Relations Briefing states that ‘University Campuses are defined by statute as places for freedom of speech and expression’.

     Chair called for a vote for the motion, without Point 3 of ‘This Union  

     Believes’.

     Proposed: Julien Boville     Seconded: Matt Moll

     Vote to accept:   For: 4   Against: 5   Abstentions: 3
     Motion failed

11.  OUTSTANDING BUSINESS FROM AN INQUORATE GENERAL 
        MEETING
        None  
 12.  HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP
        Citation received from the President for Nathaniel Grant (Union Chair 

        2007/09). JB verbally presented his citation to the committee.

        Proposed: JB      Seconded: MM

        Citation received from the President for Emmanuel Krakue (Mature & 

        Postgraduate Students Officer 2008/09). JB verbally presented his 

        citation to the committee.

        Proposed: JB      Seconded: JE

        Vote to accept both Citations:  For: 10      Against: 0   Abstentions: 2

13.   EMERGENCY BUSINESS 
        John Goodwin, the new Democratic & Student Representation Co-ordinator, 

         addressed the meeting.  He explained his role within the Union and requested a 

         brief conversation with all part time elected officers at the conclusion of the 

         meeting.
14.   DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

        To be set by Union Chair 2009/10
        

Meeting closed at 7.30pm
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