Proposed Changes to the Timetabling Framework – extension of available times to use

Proposal:

It is proposed to modify the timetabling framework to start on the hour allowing Schools flexibility to timetable within a wider timescale as required.

Reasons for the Proposed Changes:

For the standard undergraduate programme the timeframe available to Schools to timetable is effectively Monday to Friday 9.15am until 5.15pm.  Unfortunately this year there are signs that this is becoming too restrictive and therefore we need to allow more flexibility.

There are increasing problems in finding suitable rooms.  At times this has meant that inappropriate rooms have been used e.g. large groups needing to be accommodated in small rooms, lack of space or flexibility allowing for breakout space and group work etc…  We are also aware that there is pressure to fit the timetable in the available timeslots which on occasion for some students means they get inadequate time for a break during the day, to socialise with their colleagues, to use the library or other support services during the day, or simply time to pause and reflect on the lecture or seminar they have just participated in.  

We also need to amend our space to suit student demands. Increasing postgraduate numbers and increased numbers of research students lead to different calls on space.  All students are requesting more independent study areas, spaces to socialise, group study space within the Schools.  To facilitate these demands we will need to reconfigure our provision of teaching rooms as we remodel and refurbish buildings.

This problem will not be eased by the re-opening of Firth Street as this will only accommodate the Business School and release Riverside House and Larchfield for future development.  

Impact:

Each School already considers whether timetabling arrangements might have an adverse impact on the cohort and these arrangements will continue.  Those courses where the cohort is predominantly made up of mature students with carer responsibilities traditionally start later than courses whose cohorts are predominantly 18-21-year-old undergraduates.  These arrangements could continue if required to meet student needs.  Where courses traditionally have their start time as 10.15 those courses would move to a 10am start time.  We have no evidence of further adverse impact outside carer responsibilities and a move from 5.15pm to 5pm end times may be welcomed by many.

Implementation:

Subject to consultation and addressing any concerns raised as part of that consultation it is proposed to move to the increased framework of available time from September 2010
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