Presidents’ report for Union Council Meeting

Quality and Standards Advisory Group meeting
This years’ first QSAG meeting was held on 11th of January. There were many important things which were discussed at it. Institutional audit has been a very significant item on the agenda due to the audit that will be conducted this year. Prof. Tim Thornton emphasised that we need to be ready for the institutional audit. As students’ union will play a huge part in this audit process; the sabbatical officers will have to start visiting the papers – especially the Students Written Submission 2010 and University papers for the institutional audit. School of Music humanities proposed the electronic monitoring of the attendance for students. I was enquired by Prof. Mike Russ about the students’ view point on this. Instead of pre-empting anything, I informed the panel that I will take this issue back to the students and collate their views on this. It will be one of the topics for our FISH activities this month. Once I gain some facts; I’ll report back to the QSAG. 

Students Union Evaluation Initiative SUEI:

This year is going to be very significant as we are going to SUEI audit in May. I have been involved in various SUEI meetings during past two weeks. On 8th of January, we had our first SUEI afternoon meeting as we have agreed, it will continue for the rest of the year. The SUEI statement requires sabbatical officer to produce 14 self assessment statements; Carolyn Earnshaw has allocated these statements to all the officers. I have been allocated ‘Students union’s initiative and strategy to have an impact on the community’ to work with Charlotte Allington. I have almost finished my statement and I am going to start working on my next statement. 

I have also attended SUEI conference on 21st of January in Birmingham with other colleagues. It has been a great experience and I have picked up few new ideas which will feed into the projects like: GOAT or FISH and community strategy. 

Communication Strategy: 

Zeeshan and I decided to work on the communication strategy of our students union which is again a very important area for our SUEI accreditation. We have formed a working group which consist of Zeeshan, Claire Allison, Ben, Matt Christte from Radio station and I. The working group will meet up after every fortnight and will work on various tasks. I have been asked to consult with the students on our currents modes of communication i.e. Radio, Newspaper and Websites. Once we gather all the information then this will feed into one pool of documents and it will then be finessed as one document. Again, it will provide us another topic for FISH. 

Community Strategy: 

Charlotte, Sarah and I are working the community strategy. Sarah Harris has already produced a basic structure and we will be working on 5 strands of the draft produced by Sarrah Harris. The five strands of the strategy are: Housing, Volunteering, Safety and security, community and students as employees. 
School Board meetings: 

I have attended School of Human health sciences and School of Music and Humanities board meetings last week. The impact of the cut by HEFCE was top of the agenda at both of the meetings. Both the schools shared the same views about the challenges that they have ahead in upcoming years and looking at the opportunities of generating the extra income- especially raising International students’ number. I gave both the schools a snapshot of the activities that we have been doing over the first term. One of the students Rep at the school of Music, Humanities and media was quite vociferous about the way students union communicate to the students. As she did not know about some of the events that I mentioned that took place in the first term. I informed the board that we are currently looking at the communication strategy and advised student to visit our website and pick up a copy of the newspaper. 

Community Cohesion meeting at Barnsley: 

I attended the community cohesion meeting at Barnsley which was set up by the Dr. Cathy Dogette. I proposed a working group and we’ll be meeting up on the regular basis. The

FISH: 

Fish activity will start on Monday on 25th of January so I will give council an update on this.
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