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Newspaper advertising

During December I held a photo shoot for all members of the Huddersfield Student newspaper editorial team. With thanks to photographer Lance Hambly, I was able to create a series of adverts that are currently being displayed on plasma screens in the SU and across campus.

Elections

In the last two months I have attended classes and lectures to speak with students about the up-coming SU elections and how they can stand to be Newspaper Editor. I am aiming to keep in contact with students in these classes and will re-visit once election nomination details and dates are announced.

Degrees of Independence

In December I was able to assist VP Education & Welfare Haneef Rashid and Disabilities Officer Michael Mattinson by creating a media release for the Degrees of Independence student disabilities conference to be held in Huddersfield in April.

News section

I have been looking at ways to expand the news section of the Huddersfield Student newspaper. 

Though more students are interested in writing music, film and game reviews and fashion articles, the majority of students I talk to want to see more news. I am working on finding a way to bridge the gap and will be asking current writers to commit to at least two news stories for future issues.

It is clear to me now that where the newspaper has been going wrong is in providing content that is available rather than what its readers want.

Meeting with Prof. John Lancaster

Alongside Andy Blunt I met Professor John Lancaster, Director of Computing and Lbrary Services. From this meeting a new liaison board is to be set up between the Union Chair, the Newspaper Editor and library services, which will allow the newspaper access to untapped resources within the library. 

Furthermore, this has led to the possibility of an RSS feed of HSLive content on every desktop on campus.

Professor Lancaster also offered prime locations within the library for the newspaper stand and future promotional materials.
Communications strategy

Though I have been unable to attend either of the Communications strategy meetings thus far, I have sent a representative to each.

I have worked, upon advice given to me after the first meeting (14 January), on a Huddersfield Student charter, outlining code of conduct and practice and formalising the relationship between Huddersfield Student and the University of Huddersfield Students’ Union.

The second meeting was held last Thursday and, at the time of writing, I am unaware of its findings.

Refreshers’ Fayre

I attended the Refreshers’ Fayre on 18 January.

It seemed that only limited interest was shown in the event and, as such, the newspaper only managed to attract any great interest from four students.
The Times

Last week I completed a one-week placement at The Times newspaper in London and will be trying to utilise aspects of newsgathering and production that I learned on their online news desk within the operation of Huddersfield Student.

February issue

There have been a lot of compliments on the January issue of Huddersfield Student and I intend to do my utmost to replicate, if not better, the positive feedback for February.

I held an editorial meeting on 12 January – inviting all editors, writers and the VP Communications to participate with their opinions on the last issue and their ideas for the next.

An administrative error meant the penultimate draft of the newspaper went to print. An apology was posted on our website and measures have been taken to ensure that this does not happen again.

Thank you

I would like to thank subeditors Andy Blunt, Richard Wood, Ash Martin, Gary Young, Carly Street, Ellen McIntyre and James Cooper and Copy Editor Jenny Bull for putting together, if a little last minute in some cases, one of the best newspapers yet.
