LGBT Officer Report 01/03/10

Since our last meeting I have had a busy month working on a few events along side the LGBT Society as February was LGBT History Month. For this we organised a film week which showed films portraying LGBT issues, achievements and how far we have progressed as a community. This was advertised through the LGBT society and the newspaper and was a successful event. The turn out was not great but those who attended felt that the event worked well in conjunction with the History Month. It would be good to see how we could improve this event and possibly hold it again next year with a greater turn out.

I have also been working on getting signatures for the Donation Not Discrimination Campaign. I have handed out forms to the LGBT Society and asked them to get as many peoples support as possible. Hopefully they will be returned to myself so I can send them to NUS, showing our universities input for the campaign. If anyone would like to sign this petition let me know and I can get one of the forms to you.

On the 17th February it was organised for Christina Howarth to visit the LGBT Society to talk about a project on the health and social care needs of lesbian and bisexual women. This is on the request of the Brunswick Centre and the information will be used to access the needs of lesbian and bisexual woman in the Kirklees area. Christina teaches midwifery here at Huddersfield University and will be meeting with us again to hold a forum to discuss the health and social needs in greater detail. This will benefit the LGBT community at university as their opinions will be counted for in the Kirklees survey. She is also looking for other ways to advertise the project so if anyone has any suggestions please forward them onto me.

I also arranged for David Keegan from Student Services to come along to an LGBT Society meeting to discuss the needs of LGBT students within the university but sadly this hasn’t taken place yet due to David’s absence at university. Hopefully I will be rearranging this to take place this month (March).

Along side this I had organised a few smaller events to coincide with the History Month. These have taken place during the society meetings and included a discussion of LGBT iconic figures and their input on the LGBT Community and also a quiz on LGBT History.

For the up and coming months I will be looking into other campaigns that NUS LGBT are running and look into the possibility of holding more campaigns.

Jo Flunt (LGBT Officer)

