Presidents report for March Union Council

Green Space: 

I had a meeting with Prof. Bob Crayn about the Green space campaign and explained to him about the meeting Zeeshan and Sohail had with Colin Blair. Prof. Bob Cryan once again condoned our stance and agreed that it is definitely part of his long-term plans to change the car park into a green space. Prof. Bob has asked me to arrange a further meeting with him as he is away for this week and Colin Blair will possibly  be involved in that meeting. 

Change Academy: 

The Change Academy’s working group held its last meeting on Monday the 8th of March. The draft of feedback and assessment strategy was sent around to all schools for consultation. The academics across the schools made their comments on the draft. On Monday, the group looked at the various comments made by the different schools and made some changes to the draft. 

The Change Academy Group is now holding seminars to discuss the strategy and refine it before presenting it to UTLC on 12th of April. 
QUESTION TIME:

The Question time debate at Queens Gate Campus took place on 12th of February.  The MP from Huddersfield Mr Barry Sheerman, Jason Mccartney conservative candidate form cone valley, and President of NUS, Wes Streeting were among the panel members. Despite the low turnout by the students, I think that the debate was organised really well.

Andy Mycock chaired the debate really well and gave sufficient time to all the panel members. Haneef Rashid did work hard for it and all the exec team joined him in this endeavour which needs to be formally recognised.

QSAG: 

The Quality standard assurance group meeting was convened on Monday the 8th of February. Jim Yep updated the group about the progress on the anonymous marking. Jim highlighted the practical implications of making system anonymous. He categorically made it clear that it’s not possible to make system 100% anonymous as staff can have access to the students’ work. 

Under the agenda item ID and Electronic monitoring of the attendance, I updated the board about the decision made by the Exec to endorse the ID card proposal unanimously. 

Jeff cooker has set up a group to explore the teaching and learning space across the schools and I have been asked to be on the panel along with Haneef. 

Connecting Community working group meeting:

CCWGM was held in UCB on 10th of February to discuss the relation building between students and local community at Barnsley. As we agreed at the previous meeting students from UCB will train the local councillors on how to use the internet applications including: how to create a website, facebook, twitter, Youtube and so on. Matt Short did a marketing brief which was agreed by the group and poster has been designed.

Computer and Engineering course revalidation: 

School of computer and Engineering course revalidation was convened on Wednesday 17th of February. The panel included Prof. Dave from school of human health sciences, one external academic, and one member from the industry and me on behalf of the students. The panel had meetings with staff and students and explored the quality of the teaching and learning and overall student experience on the courses run by school of computing and engineering. Some of the engineering courses are very popular across the UK – mainly due to its sandwich placement year. Students hailed the training they have received during their placements and have unanimously felt that it has geared them up for their final year studies and had enormous positive impact on their studies. There were few issues which have been picked up from the conversation the students and staff. One thing which came to our attention was the under performance of the engineering course on NSS survey. It was appeared that it’s partly due to MA eng because it’s a 5 years course including B Eng and a placement year. A good number of the students leave their course upon completion of their degrees and don’t choose to do final MA year but the ASIS system would still show them as current students and therefore they receive the NSS survey which apparently does not get filled and undermines the NSS results of the school.

Also there were issues around the law module which is part of the degree programme and students complained that it’s taught with a legal perspective not with an engineering perspective i.e. teaching them how to deal with health and safety regulations at work and etc. 

Some international students complained about the January intake as it does not provide students with the same standard of teaching as the September intake would do. The tutors explained the panel that it gets clearly manifested in the course prospectus that if someone enrols for January intake then he/she should be mindful of the extra assignments that these students might have to do. 

The panel made a condition that school changes the courses by changing the course names and giving more flexibility in terms of selection of the modules. 

Panel also made one recommendation: to ensure that school should ensure the compliance with C, D and E section UK’s specification compliance confidence. 

Elections:

As part of the FiSH activity, I have been around the schools and spoken to several students about participating in the upcoming students’ union elections. The number of the forms which have been taken by the students so far looks great and hopefully this will help in raising the turnout in the elections. Hopefully, students at UCO and UCB would show interest in the elections as Sohail has been to these campuses to promote the elections
SUEI: 

We are making progress on SUEI slowly but surely as almost all the colleagues involved have completed their second self- assessment statement. 

