Activity Report since Last Meeting – Sohail Afsar VP Internal Affairs
University Student Council

I attended USC for a short length of time. We brought to the attention of the council our proposal to turn the car park into a green space. The response we received from Pro VC Tim Thornton seemed positive and supportive.

We also discussed the university’s electronic attendance monitoring initiative and told the Council that we supported them in making it compulsory for students to carry their campus card at all times.

UCB Campus Committee & Student Council

The campus committee has organised a winter party for all students from UCB, UCO and Huddersfield. I have managed to get some FISH cards for the campus committee to support them in their efforts to start talking to students. The committee is looking into organising a graduation ball, similar to the one last year. It was decided that the best day for the ball would be on graduation day. One of the local bars is in discussions with the committee chair and Matt Short looking to become the official student union bar.

UCO Campus Committee

The campus committee is looking to organise an end of year ball. The committee is looking for a suitable venue to facilitate our needs, in terms of music, food and entertainments.

Some committee members raised concerns about some students having very little knowledge about some of the functions of software that is widely used amongst students. Therefore the committee is looking into organising some IT support classes for those students that may require such assistance. The committee will be looking for student volunteers who are experienced in using the Microsoft Office software.

Similarly, the committee raised concerns about some students who struggle with their English as it is not their first language. One of the committee members mentioned that there is a lifelong learning centre which delivers language course and would look into how we could facilitate for these students.

SUEI Self Assessment

I have been working alongside John Goodwin on the SA4 Self Assessment. And have managed to complete it. I will now be working with Carolyn Earnshaw on my Final Self Assessment.

General Elections Campaign

We have collectively been promoting the general elections and asking students to register in order to participate in the upcoming general elections. Alongside, we also encouraged students to come along to the debate and find out what their local candidates have to say. I was quite impressed with the turnout. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Haneef for all the dedication and effort he has put into this campaign.
We are running registration drives followed by a debate at UCB, week commencing 1st March 2010. 
Business School Board

A representative from the student finance department was present and asked for anyone who knew any student who is a debtor to pay a visit to the finance office to clarify whether they have made any arrangements.
UCB & UCO Nomination Drives

I have been at both satellite campuses asking students to get involved and participate in the upcoming elections. I managed to get six students from UCB and eight students from UCO to take a nomination form. From which I have received one back from UCB and two back from UCO so far. 

Green Space Campaign

Following on from the meeting me and Zeshan had with Colin Blair and attending University Student Council I got the sense that the University would support the idea of turning the car park into a green area. To confirm the university’s stance I have emailed Vice Chancellor Bob Cyan to arrange a meeting. Myself and Haneef met to discuss what the campaign would involve. We decided that we need to get the sports clubs and societies involved and hold some fun activities such as; beat the goalie, climbing wall. We thought it may be a good idea to charge £1 for a go and collect the money for the victims of Haiti. I have put the ideas down into the marketing brief and now await a response from them. Also, we decided that due to the elections and the shortage of time, we would move the campaign date to April 13th, which is the first week back after the 2nd term. I am currently working together with some students who wanted to run a “Huddersfield Green Day” on campus.
F.I.S.H (Finding Issues Students Have)

The particular area I have been concentrating on since last exec is the Graduate. I asked the students the following three questions;

1. What do you think about the quality of the food?

2. What do you think about the level of service?

3. How do you feel about the kitchen being downstairs?

I received 118 responses, from which most of the responses I received had comments which indicated that they were not happy about the level of service and the quality of the food and would prefer the kitchen to be upstairs. I was approached by a student who was very concerned about the chances of cross contamination in the kitchen. She was a vegetarian and said that she has stopped eating from the graduate because she has health conditions which restrict her from eating meat and after becoming aware of the chances of cross contamination this can be of risk to her health.

Adopt an Academic Librarian

Myself and Haneef had our initial meeting with our ‘adopted’ librarian Alison Sharman and have decided to meet on a regular basis on the last Thursday of every month. We had a discussion about problems in the library, particularly relating to the behaviour of students for which in proposed that me and Haneef could help as we can relate to students. I thought that it would be a good idea to allow us both to observe students on our designated floor in the library and maybe have a quiet word with those that we may see as being problematic.

