UNION COUNCIL

GENERAL ELECTION DEBATE

Promotion of this debate was done in all three campuses, currently Barnsley is being advertised as this is on 26/02/10. Went to different schools to promote and announced in lectures. I worked with Haneef to make sure that the technical side of the arrangements were done. This was done by ensuring the panel (of 6 members), were sharing three microphones. There were three cameras that were recording the debate from different angles. Interviews before and after the debate with the politicians, chair of debate and some of the executive members. We used equipment from the music and Architecture school, the AV team in the CSB building and the Oldham students brought across their equipment as well. The debate was also streamed on unitube so students could watch the debate even if they were not able to attend.

HOUSING MONTH

In the library foyer we had a foldable house, and had information for students regarding housing issues and how they could resolve them or where to go for help. There were students that were not aware of the student advice centre or where this was so, it was good to speak to students and inform them where they could go for help as we Exec are not able to give advice.

PARIS TRIP

I have been promoting the Paris trip, alongside Haneef to make sure we get a good number of students (around 60) as this was more or less the number we had for Amsterdam trip. 

GREENSPACE

Held a meeting with Colin Blair regarding the green space, from which the feeling we got was that he is willing to give us spaces around the university but reluctant to make the car park a fully green space, as the university staff are already struggling for parking. There will be further discussions with Colin Blair and VC Bob Cryan to see if we can come to some sort of agreement to what the university is willing to do or not to. We have been mandated by the council to lead a campaign to have the car park transformed to a green area where students can have their own space etc. The actual campaign will be in the first week of the third term, Sohail is getting information and details organised as I write this. 

FISH

We have been going around the campus and giving FISHing cards to students. This was to find out issues students have, currently there is the matter of bringing the food back up to the coffee bean, which is being done on ‘hslive’, and also by these FISHing cards. The whole idea is to give students a blank format where they can inform us of what issues need handling.

DISABILITIES CONFERENCE

I have joined the group to ensure the conference goes well and that we have everything in place before the date. We have been looking at information that Helen Harris has provided us for the Learning and Teaching conference (as the format of the conference is similar to this conference). I am contacting different universities across the country, promoting the debate. The plan is to inform the disabilities officers or representatives, so that they can attend and everyone has an opportunity to share ideas and to learn/discuss what they feel is appropriate. I have the information on how to set up the text wall, but I am awaiting confirmation to see if the system contract is still available. 

SUIE 

For the first assessment I was working with Claire Allison, and for the second, I was working with Sarah Harris and for my third and final assessment I will be working again with Claire Allison. Through these self assessments, we remind ourselves of what the students union does and is carrying out currently. These also keep us prepared for the audit that we are to have in the future. 
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VP COMMUNICATION 

